MONTANA

Structure, organization, and
delivery of Child
Representation

State-by-state, county-by-
county, etc.

Funding Child
Representation
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1. General Duties: Timely
appointment, mandatory
or discretionary,
attorney or lay person,
represent child’s
interests, undertake
basic obligations,
address conflict
situations, address
special needs and
disabilities, and
accommodate client
preferences.

2. Out of Court - Actions
to be Taken: Meet with
child, undertake an
investigation, provide
advice and counseling,
file pleadings, request
services, address special
needs, negotiate
settlements

3. In Court — Active
Participation in
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Hearings: Appear in
court, explain
proceedings to client,
present evidence, ensure
child is present, expand
scope of representation
into other needed areas,
and undertake certain
obligations post-
disposition.

4. Post-Hearing: Review
courts order,
communicate order to
child, and monitor
implementation of
orders

5. Appellate Advocacy:
Decision to appeal,
withdrawal,
participation in appeal,
conclusion by appeal.

6. Cessation of
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Representation: Contacts
post representation, if
any

7. General Representation
Rules: Administrative
structure is clear for
appointment, support
and accountability of the
CR. The child’s
representative is
independent from the
court

8. Lawyer Training: Child
representative trained,
on-going training
provided, new attorneys
provided senior lawyer
mentorship.

9. Lawyer Compensation:
Adequate and timely
compensation,
reimbursement provided
for expenses.
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10. Caseload Levels:
Caseloads are of a
manageable size
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